The Bloody Assize
to try and bully the truth, out of him in the form he wants it,
Dunne takes refuge in silence, but finding he is not dismissed
and allowed to stand down, he has the hardihood to ask
Jeffreys to put the question again.
The Chief Justice with great circumstance complies with
his request once more, reminding him of his eternal peril if
he fails this time to give some satisfactory evidence.
" If that soul of thine be taken away what is the body fit
for, but like a putrid carcase, to be thrust into and covered
with the dust with which it was made : therefore, I ask you
with a great desire that thou may'st free thyself from so
great a load of falsehood and perjury, tell me what the
business was you told the prisoner the other man Barter did
not know ? "
The August sun had gone down, the Great Hall was grow-
ing dark, and they had already placed candles on the table of
the Court when Dunne made his last effort to put off the
Chief Justice by saying that Lady Lisle had asked him if he
did not know that Hicks was a Nonconformist. This was a
little more hopeful. The judge took it up.
L. C. J. Did my Lady Lisle ask you that question ?
Dunne. Yes, my Lord ; I told her I did not.
L. C. J. But that is not my question: what was that
business that he did not know ?
Dunne. It was the same thing : whether Mr Hicks was a
Nonconformist.
L. C. J. That cannot be all; there must be something
more in it.
Dunne. Yes, my Lord, it is all; I know nothing more.
i. C. J: What did she say to you when you told her he
did not know it ?
Dunne. She did not say anything, my Lord.
L.C.J. Why dost thou think that after all this pains I
have been at to get an answer to my question, that thou
can'st banter me with such sham stuff as this ?    Hold the
candle to his brazen face !
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